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STATEMENT BY IRISH KIDNEY ASSOCIATION FOLLOWING ON FROM 

WITHDRAWN HIGH COURT ACTIONS AGAINST BEAUMONT HOSPITAL 
ON TUESDAY, 8th MAY 2018 

  
The Irish Kidney Association (IKA) wishes to highlight its complete confidence and 
support for Beaumont Hospital’s National Living Kidney Donor Transplant 
Programme. 
  
Following on from the recent withdrawal of two High Court actions involving a 
living kidney donor and transplant recipient, the IKA wishes to acknowledge the 
professionalism and compassion of the multidisciplinary teams involved in kidney 
transplantation to maximise the safety for donors and recipients on the complex 
journey before and after all living donor kidney transplantation. 
  
The Association lobbied extensively for the restoration of the Living Kidney Donor 
Programme in the early part of this century as it provides the best medical outcome 
and quality of life for people with failed kidneys. 
  
Living kidney donation is unique in the health care system. The kidney donor 
consents to an unnecessary operation on themselves to assist another 
person. The surgeons are in the unique position of operating on a healthy person, to 
benefit another. The pressure to ensure that no harm comes to a living kidney donor 
is unprecedented in the surgical environment. Every measure is taken to assure that 
their future health is not compromised and as a consequence, every 
possible safety test is carried out on all potential living kidney donors.  
  
Despite all the measures taken, all surgeries carry a health risk for patients. The 
transplant team’s job is to minimise those risks. Internationally, 80% of living 
donor operations have no complications, 18% have minor unforeseen and 
unpredictable complications and 2% have more serious complications. All these 
issues are treated successfully, bar 3 in 10,000 surgeries where the living donor 
does not survive the anaesthetic or the operation. The bravery and generosity of the 
living donors, in the knowledge of the risks to themselves, permits people with failed 
kidneys to enjoy life with a kidney transplant rather than on dialysis.  
  
Between 2 and 3 out of every 100 kidney transplants are not successful because the 
kidney is rejected by the recipient’s body despite the complex tissue matching and all 
the pre-testing for suitability between the living donor and the recipient. Genetically 
related living donor kidneys have a greater chance of resulting in a successful kidney 
transplant and the more volunteers from a family that come forward for potential 
living organ donation evaluation, the greater the chances of the recipient having a 
best matched successful kidney transplant.  
  
Ireland had a record 51 living donor kidney transplant operations in 2017 and 3 more 
conducted under the UK Paired Kidney Exchange Programme where the 
Irish family’s kidney donor gives their kidney to an unknown recipient in exchange for 
that recipient’s family donating a kidney to the Irish recipient. In the last ten years 
there have been 322 living kidney donor transplants conducted on patients through 



Beaumont Hospital’s Living Kidney Donor Transplant Programme. The outcomes in 
Ireland for recipients are above international norms and all living donors are 
offered yearly health checks.  
  
Deceased kidney donation is still the more likely transplant that an Irish person will 
receive with 1,326 such operations having taken place in the last ten years through 
the generosity of families to donate organs from a deceased loved one. 
  
Living donation permits individuals to have a planned transplant and usually with a 
much shorter waiting time than those waiting for a matching kidney on the deceased 
donor transplant waiting pool. Living donor kidney transplants also increase the 
chances of the others on the deceased donor transplant waiting pool getting a 
matching kidney more quickly because there will be fewer people requiring a 
deceased donor kidney from the pool.  
  
The Irish Kidney Association is certain in its confidence that Beaumont Hospital is 
working to the highest international standards possible and that living organ donation 
provides the best medical outcome and quality of life for people with failed kidneys. 
  

-ENDS- 
For further information contact:- 
  
Mark Murphy, Chief Executive, Irish Kidney Association tel. 01 6205306 087 
2571235 email markmurphy@ika.ie web. www.ika.ie 
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